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1. Read the entire text-discourse to establish a gen-

eral understanding of the meaning.
2. Determine the lexical units in the text-discourse

3. (a) For each lexical unit in the text, establish
its meaning in context, that is, how it ap-
plies to an entity, relation, or attribute in
the situation evoked by the text (contex-
tual meaning). Take into account what

comes before and after the lexical unit.

(b) For each lexical unit, determine if it has a
more basic contemporary meaning in other
contexts than the one in the given context.
For our purposes, basic meanings tend to
be

- More concrete; what they evoke is eas-
ier to imagine, see, hear, feel, smell,
and taste.

- Related to bodily action.
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- More precise (as opposed to vague)

- Historically older.

Basic meanings are not necessarily the

most frequent meanings of the lexical unit.

(c) If the lexical unit has a more basic current-
contemporary meaning in other contexts
than the given context, decide whether the
contextual meaning contrasts with the ba-
sic meaning but can be understood in com-

parison with it.
4. If yes, mark the lexical unit as metaphorical.
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e those who research metaphorical patterns of
thought; and

e those who research metaphorical language, and

seek explanation for it.
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